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Czechoslovakia-USSR: Czechoslovak and foreign
Communists alike are still trying to assess the
agreements reached at Cierna and at Bratislava.

Czechoslovakia's future relations with its al-
lies will depend in large part on how each interprets
the broad principles expressed in the Bratislava com-
muniqué, and on how strongly the Soviets insist on
their point of view.

One Prague radio commentator has noted that
there would be no censorship in Czechoslovakia, but
that journalists had been requested, and had agreed,
to practice self-restraint as far as Czechoslovakia's
allies are concerned. The journalists interpret this
restriction, however, to mean that they can continue
to comment on other Communist parties, but without
vituperation.

Another result of the Cierna meeting, according
to Prague radio, is that the Czechoslovaks may uni-
laterally decide what is, and what is not hostile to
Communism in Czechoslovakia. In this context, the
commentator specifically mentioned the Club of Com-
mitted Nonparty People, which had come under severe
Soviet attack, and implied that it would continue to
exist without controls.

The chief of the Czechoslovak Socialist Party
probably voiced the skeptical reaction of many of
his countrymen yesterday when he indicated that the
Czechoslovaks had won toleration for the time being,
but that only time will tell if real friendship will
develop among the Bratislava conferees. Prague radio
has sounded a similar note, warning that more chap-
ters are yet to be written by leaders of other Com-
munist countries who had been hortile until a few
days ago. I	
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